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What if? 2008

The 2008 ‘What If’ exercise, organized jointly by the
Sydney Branch and the South East Branch of N.I., was
held a Blake Dawson on 14™. August. An informative
and interesting evening was enjoyed by more that 40
listeners.

The scenario was a collision in fog, on Sydney Harbour,
between a charter dive vessel and an R.A.N. frigate that
was secured to a buoy. The panel was made up of
representatives of Sydney Ports Corporation, Maritime
N.S.W., Royal Australian Navy, N.S.W. Water Police
and a salvage company, Polaris Maritime. Questions
were put to the panel by the Hon. Justice Greg James
and Captain Ted van Bronswijk guided the proceedings. Nautical Institute Organized ‘What if?’ 2008

The dive vessel had a crew of three and was carrying
nine divers. The frigate was in commission, operating a
harbour routine. As a result of the collision the dive
vessel rolled over and sank quickly, but was briefly seen
and heard by the foredeck sentry on the frigate. The
collision was reported to Harbour Control and to the
Master Attendant by the watch officer on the frigate, as
was the fact that shouting could be heard from the
frigate shortly after the collision.

Water Police found the position of the dive vessel, upside
down in 20 meters depth and a police diver tapped on the
outside of the hull, receiving a reply. The access hatch to
the engine space was blocked so the immediate urgency
was to supply air to the mechanic. The Water Police had
declared a Marine Disaster, invoking the MARDAP plan.
The officer in charge consulted with the other organizations
and also asked Polaris Maritime to position a salvage
vessel over the dive vessel as soon as possible. The R.A.N.
was asked to position a Clearance Diving team. Once they
were all in position the dive vessel was partly lifted to
expose the engine space access hatch and the mechanic
was rescued. This took some hours. The reason for the
mechanic’s ability to survive in the small space gave an
interesting twist at the end of the exercise.

A full report will probably be published in a future edition of
the N.I. magazine “Seaways”.

Participants at the 2008 ‘What if?’ exercise

Harbour Control started rescue operations by notifying
the Water Police, N.S.W. Maritime and Sydney Ports
Corporation of a possible collision. All of these
organizations, as well as the R.A.N., sent patrol boats to
the area of the frigate to carry out a search. An oll
pollution team was activated. Harbour Control stopped
all vessel movements in the larger area around the
frigate.After some time the divers and two of the dive
vessel crew were recovered from the water. A roll call
then established that the dive vessel mechanic was
missing, probably trapped in the vessel engine space.

Magnificent view from the offices of Blake Dawson

To honour key participants in ‘What if’ these beautiful pilsner glasses were engraved.
They are also available for sale to members at $25.00 per pair. Please send an e-mail
to the branch secretary (sec@niseaus.org ) if you'd be interested. As they are quite
fragile, we will try to arrange for pick up at an NI event. If we need to ship, there could
be an additional fee to ensure safe arrival!




Developments in VTS

At the August meeting Jillian Carson-Jackson, AMNI,
provided an informative presentation on developments in
VTS. lJillian, a graduate of the Canadian Coast Guard
College and past VTS officer recently moved to Australia
after working for 4 years as Technical Coordination
Manager for IALA.

IALA Secretary General Torsten Kruuse (back) with past, present and
future IALA Technical Coordination Managers Jillian Carson-Jackson
(centre); Mahesh Alimchandani (left) and Mike Hadley (right) at the
IALA VTS Symposium, Bergen, Norway, Aug 2008.

The fundamental objective of VTS is “to contribute to
safety of life at sea, safety and efficiency of navigation
and protection of the marine environment, adjacent
shore areas, work sites and off-shore installations from
possible adverse effects of marine traffic’ (SOLAS
Chapter V, Regulation 12). It is a two dimensional
version of air traffic control, except when underkeel
clearance or air draft are involved, when it can become
three dimensional. It should not be confused with the
ship reporting systems (“S.R.S.”) such as Ausrep or
Reefrep.

VTS is given effect by SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 12
and is also linked to Regulation 11, (S.R.S.). There are
two types of VTS — port and coastal. The first is provided
to vessels entering or leaving a port or river or sailing
through waters which restrict the manoeuvrability of
vessels. The second is concerned with vessel traffic
through a sea area. Regulation 12 allows mandatory
systems to be established within a state’s territorial
waters, for example compliance with most port VTS is
mandatory under local regulations. Even where
compliance with VTS is voluntary, most states
encourage ships under their flags to comply with VTS
requirements.

As per SOLAS, VTS systems are established where the
volume of traffic or the degree of risk justifies such
services. In the interests of world wide uniformity VTS
systems shall, whenever possible, follow the guidelines
developed by IMO. IMO Resolution A.857 (20) notes that:
“Safety and efficiency of maritime traffic and the protection
of the marine environment would be improved if vessel
traffic services were established and operated in
accordance with internationally approved guidelines”. The
IMO Standards for Certification of Ships Officer and
Watchkeeping Personnel (STCW) — resolution 10, invites
the IMO to ‘consider developing provisions covering the
training and certification of maritime pilots, vessel traffic
service personnel and maritime personnel employed on
mobile offshore units...’

Following the VTS Symposium in Rotterdam, 1996, the
International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and
Light House Authorities decided to actively respond to
resolution 10 and began work on the IALA
Recommendation V-103 on Standards and Certification of
VTS Personnel. The work of IALA with regards to VTS
includes the IALA VTS Manual, as well as Guidelines and
Recommendations on VTS.

VTS Operator at work,
from the IMO website

The IALA Recommendation V-103 has dramatically
changed the approach to training and certification of VTS
Personnel. Prior to 1996 many VTS operators received
no formal training — it was all ‘OTJ" or on the job.
Personnel were recruited from masters or chief officers,
on the premise that the equipment used (radar and radio)
and the nautical environment was similar to that used on
ships. The concepts however are very different. A ship’s
master is responsible for his own vessel, a VTS operator
manages traffic in a waterway — a different skill set. IALA
agreed to develop suitable training and certification
standards, producing a range of documents that outline
requirements and “best practices”. With the increasing
shortage of qualified maritime personnel many countries
are now training VTS operators when they graduate from
high school, developing a structure for career progression.
The programme is being followed in Canada, UK and
many other countries, using the actual competencies of
the job (as laid out in IALA V-103) as the basis for training.
This has led to a new generation of personnel — the
professional VTSO. No matter where an operator has
trained VTS has common elements — it is implemented
with the expectation that it will improve safety, provide for
efficiencies and protect the environment. In order to do
this it requires three key components — a solid regulatory
infrastructure; suitable and effective equipment; and
appropriately trained human resources.

(go to page 4)




(Continued from page 3)

VTS in Australia is still developinag and has resulted in
the creation of an Australian VTS Working Group. This
emphasizes the importance of training and moves
towards standardised operating procedures and
equipment. There are still a number of challenges to be
overcome:

Recruitment and training.

Legislation — the concept of a competent

authority, as per IMO Resolution A857 (20).

A concept of what constitutes a VTS

Equipment for VTS and the integration of that

equipment

Acceptance of VTS by mariners and pilots.

ATSB have highlighted some problem areas, including
their reports on the grounding of the “Pasha Bulker” and
the near collision in Port Phillip between the “Ormiston”
and the “Searoad Mersey”, in 2007. The legal liability
issues - errors of omission and commission — are waiting
in the wings.

Future development in Australia will probably involve a
number of aspects:

- Clarifying the legal framework of VTS by clearly
identifying the competent authority, the VTS
authority and the legislation governing VTS.
Identifying and adopting best practice in VTS,
including operational procedures; equipment;
hand-offs within and between VTS centres and
coordination of activities
Promoting training and professionalism in VTS
Clearly identifying the levels of service provided
by VTS in Australia — information service (INS),
traffic organization service (TAS) and
navigation assisting service (NAS), as per IMO
definitions.

VTS is now a well established partner in ship transits
and there are ever increasing expectations of the
provision of a professional service. VTS in Australia is
growing — it deserves careful consideration and
consultation to ensure that the service provided meets
expectations in an effective manner.

Mike Bozier

Nautical Trivia

What are the origins of this peace symbol?

(answer on last page)

People and Contacts
The NI SE Australia Branch Committee Executive:

Chairman — Barclay Ross
barclay.r@optusnet.com.au

Vice-Chairman and Canberra Liaison — lain Kerr
lain.kerr@msa.gov.au

Treasurer — John Harding
jdharding@optusnet.com.au

Secretary — Jillian Carson-Jackson
sec@niseaus.org or canberracanuck@optusnet.com.au

Asst. Secretary (Victoria) — lan Liley
lan.liley@portofmelbourne.com

Adelaide Liaison — Howard Pronk
cammarine@bigbutton.com.au

Recruitment Secretary — Richard Toone
rtpilot@optusnet.com.au

Meeting Secretary — Chris de Jong
c.dejong@bigpond.com

Committee Members:

Ken Edwards — squarerig@bigpond.com

Greg Hill — kdandgnhill@optusnet.com.au

Steve Hunt — shunt@thompsonclarke.com.au

Mike Drake — mike.drake@carnivalaustralia.com

Mike Bozier — bozier@pobox.com

Justin Jones — Justin.jones@defence.gov.au

David Bendall — david@maritrade.com.au

Change of Secretary

As noted in the June newsletter, Richard Lorraine has stepped
down as Secretary, NI SE Aus Branch. Richard’s dedication and
attention to detail will be a hard act to follow, but he has been
quite gracious in continuing to assist as | learn the ropes...

This is my first newsletter as your new Secretary, and | welcome
thoughts on format, content and suggestions for future articles.
Please feel free to contact me at sec@niseaus.org or via snail
mail at 28 Hodgkinson St., Griffith, ACT 2603.

The Benefits of Membership

Why should | be a member of the Nautical Institute? It's a
guestion | asked myself for years, and it took many, many
dedicated members a number of years to convince me to
join...(basically all the years | worked for IALAIll). But,
there are some real benefits to membership — SteveN
Jones highlights a few: Seaways (a big one!); discounts
on publications; branch events and contacts and, a
growing benefit, the CPD (Oh, no, not another TLA — three
letter acronym...) The Continuous Professional
Development (yes, CPD) will be launched at IMO in March
— you can read more about it in Seaways, and in the next
NI SE AUS Branch newsletter... stay tuned...

Carnival Australia is proud to support the Nautical Institute and in particular the N.I's
commitment to help drive continuous improvement of professional marine standards.




M.N. Day — Commemorative Service
3rd. Sept. 2008

Attendance at this year's service in the Mission to
Seafarers was markedly down on normal, most likely as
a result of the newly inaugurated 'Battle for Australia’
ceremony having been fixed for the 1st. Wednesday in
September, an unfortunate clash. The short-fall did not
diminish in anyway the praise and prayers for those who
served and those still serving at sea and was conducted
by the Principal Chaplain, the Rev.lan Porter.

Afterwards, an excellent light lunch was provided by the
ladies of the 'Harbour Lights' committee.
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Annual Seafarers Service

This service was held in St.Andrew's Cathedral on
Sunday 14th.September before a full congregation to
honour those 'who go down to the sea in ships'. The
National and Red Ensigns and flags of the various
shipping companies were paraded to add colour to this
annual celebration.

Barclay Ross

November Event
'In the Steps of the Black Cat’

Have you ever dreamed of piloting a flying boat? Do
you remember the significant role of the ‘Black Cats’ in
WWII? Come on down to the Nov. 12 meeting at the
NSW Sports Club and hear a modern day adventurer
speak on his recent journey ‘in the steps of the black
cat’. Dr. Peter Stuart-Smith built and flew his own flying
boat around Australia this winter — raising awareness of
the role of the Catalina amphibious craft in WWII and
following in his own father's footsteps. Sponsored by
Australian Geographic, Pete and his wife Trish truly
‘lived the dream! If you want a taste of the talk, visit
http://www.catalinaflying.org.au/PetesSteps.htm and
view the ABC state line report, read the blog or browse
the pictures. See you on Nov 12 at 1830, for 1700 meal,
followed by Pete’s presentation.
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Nautical Haiku

Haiku is a Japanese verse form, one haiku having 17
syllables in three lines of 5, 7 and 5 syllables each

The hatch did not leak
The day it was hose tested
Alas it does now

Kkkkk

When the sounding is
Less than the draft the ship
It is surely aground.

*kkkk

The Chief Engineer
Said only a few tons had been spilt
But many birds died.

K*kkkk

Outside Institute
Limits does a Polar Bear
Have Institute Claws.

*khkkk

Once on demurrage
Always on demurrage so
My broker tells me.

*kkkk

| thought that PANDI
Was a friendly Club until
It raised my calls.

*khkkk

NOTES

Institute Limits are the geographically defined limits for normal hull
insurance, which exclude the Arctic and Antarctic regions unless specially
arranged for under special ‘clauses’, thus the play on words re a polar bear
being outside its Arctic Limits.

PANDI, P. & I. Mutual Insurance Associations that cover ship’s third party

losses and other items not covered by hull insurance, paid on a rate per

gross ton. If a Club’s claims reach above a certain limit (over a three year
eriod), all members must contribute more money, referred to as a ‘call’.

Roger Womersley, FNI,
lives and works as a
surveyor in Asia. He
attended the NI square rig
course on board the
Svanen in 2004.




Many thanks to lan Timmins for forwarding on this article with Michael Grey’'s comments on the Pasha Bulker
ATSB report. Posted here with permission from Lloyds List, with thanks to Michael Grey and Claire Walsh.
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Dates for your calendar

Sydney Branch of the Company of Master Mariners Of Australia
2nd Wednesday of the month Standing invitation to members
1830 hrs NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney

Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578)

Melbourne Branch of the Company of Master Mariners of Australia
Standing invitation to members

th
4 Wednesday of the month RACYV City Club, 501 Bourke Street, Melbourne

1830 hrs Contact John Turnbull (melbsec@mastermariners.org.a u) or phone 03 5281
5068)
South Australia Branch of the Company Of Master Mar  iners of Australia
Last Wednesday of the month Standing invitation to members
1230 hrs Port Dock Hotel, Port Adelaide
Contact: Howard Pronk (08 84475924 / 0417 714649)
NI Meeting with CMMA
“In the steps of the Black Cat” a journey around Au stralia on a flying boat
Dr. Peter Stuart-Smith
Wednesday 12 November NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney
1830 hrs Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578)

Note — if you miss the 12 Nov presentation, | am looking to arrange a similar presentation in
Canberra at a later date and, if there is interest, we may arrange another presentation in
Melbourne if Pete is in the area...

Wednesday 10 December Deqdline for input to Christmas NI SE AUS Newslette  r— Christmas 2008
edition!

NI Meeting with CMMA

“The NI role in e-Navigation — Past, Present and Fu  ture”

Wednesday 11 February 2009 Nick Lemon / Mahesh Alimchandani, with input from NI rep on IALA e-Nav Committee

NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney

Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578)

Note — if you have an event or date for calendar, please provide prior to the deadline for input to the next newsletter.
Remember, this is your newsletter!

Please note that the NSW Sports Club not only wishes to have earlier advance notice of numbers attending meetings
but will also charge for any “no shows” — cost for the excellent, fully served three course meal is $30.00. The Sports
Club is quite strict about this and so, please, if you would like to attend a meeting advise Barclay Ross
(barclay.r@optusnet.com.au) or Jillian Carson-Jackson (jillian.carson-jackson@amsa.gov.au) by the 1200 on the
Friday before the meeting. Realizing that unforseen events often arise, should you find that that you cannot attend
please advise Barclay by 0930 on the Monday before the meeting and the “no show” charge should be avoided.

The NI SE Australia Branch Website...

In case you hadn’t notice, the website hasn't been updated in a while — that's because its ‘under construction’.
MariTrade has recognized that the Nautical Institute provides a unique range of essential services to the shipping
industry, dedicated to improving the safety and efficiency of shipping — truly a professional body for qualified seafarers!
In recognition of this, they have undertaken to re-badge the website, and provide ongoing support services to ensure
this essential link meets the needs of its members. We hope to announce the ‘unveiling’ of the new website in the next
newsletter!!!

Answer to Trivia Question _ — The symbol is the combination of the semaphore letters for ‘N’ and ‘D’ — Nuclear Disarmament,
designed in 1958 by Gerald Holtom, a British commercial artist, for the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.

This newsletter is published quarterly for the benefit of NI SE AUS members. Please feel free to provide input! The
ideal format for publishing is electronically, in pdf, as this saves the branch considerable expense and time in mail-outs.
If you have an e-mail address, please make sure | have it! If you need a hard copy, please advise by calling me on my
mobile on 0448 468 867 - if I'm not available, please make sure you leave a message. Jillian

The South East Australia Branch of the Nautical Institute wishes to acknowledge the
assistance of the Marine Operations Unit of Sydney Ports Corporation in printing this
newsletter.




