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MMMaaarrrNNNIIISSS   PPPrrrooojjj eeeccc ttt    
The “Erika” and “Prestige” casualties led to a number of 
European initiatives in relation to the management of 
shipping, not all of them to the advantage of ship owners 
and ship operators. These initiatives, in combination with 
the increase in European shipping traffic, has created a 
view that a more pro-active approach to vessel traffic 
management and an improvement in shipping services 
will make maritime transport safer, more efficient and 
environmentally friendlier. Vessel Traffic Services 
(“VTS”) and Automatic Identification System (“AIS”), as 
part of Visual Traffic Management (“VTM”) are well 
established, however Pan-European operating systems 
require integration and development in order to be fully 
functional. 

It has been apparent for some years that the burden on 
ships’ staff has to be decreased, for example by reduced 
reporting, so that their primary task of safe navigation is 
not compromised. An improved interchange of 
information between ship and shore and between shore 
based organisations will benefit ship owners and 
operators, agents and maritime authorities, such as 
SAR, Coastguards and port sector commercial parties. 
The technology now exists for ‘seamless’ reporting to be 
put in place across Europe. MarNIS goes a long way to 
doing this. 

The European Commission has co-funded MarNIS for a 
number of years. The objectives are improvement of: 

·  safety and protection of the environment 

·  security 

·  economic aspects of sea transport 

·  efficiency and reliability 

·  legal and organisational parameters. 

Development of MarNIS started in 2004. The potential 
participants are port authorities, ship owners and 
operators, harbour masters, pilots and SAR authorities. 
Input has come from a partnership of approximately 50 
commercial companies, government organisations, 
professional associations, class societies, maritime IT 
companies and others. The overall intention is to 
integrate VTM, SAR and environmental protection 
across EU member states by 2012 under one roof, in a 
Maritime Operational Services (“MOS”) centre. These 
services are currently administratively and physically 
separate in most states. Integration will result in the 
sharing of data and resources through maritime 
information management, leading to the achievement of 
the intended objectives. All relevant data from ships will 
be directed to a National Single Window (“NSW”). The 
NSW will be the hub that will share the same information 
to all authorised maritime participants. The generated 
data will be held in a SafeSea Net electronic database 
and distributed to participants through the NSW. In 
addition to VT Management, port authorities and 
pollution control authorities, regulatory authorities such 
as customs, immigration and security will have access to 
the information. 

 

The traffic pattern in an MOS centre is drawn from AIS 
transponders fitted to vessels over 300 tonnes and currently 
supported by shore based systems in EU states. AIS 
information is dynamic and gives ship identification, 
position, speed and course. This will be supplemented with 
Long Range Identification and Tracking data provided by 
satellites to give ETA, next port and cargo. MOS operators 
will be able to monitor compliant vessels from outside their 
territorial waters, minimising the need for verbal 
communication with a ship. 

It is envisaged that MarNIS will be able to carry out a risk 
assessment of each vessel, based on a number of factors 
such as cargo (hazardous or passenger), type (single hull 
tanker), poor Port/State control record, bad weather, 
wind/sea/swell, closeness to land, traffic density etc. Any 
high risk ship could be identified on the MOS plot and 
monitored pro-actively by the MOS operators. Under 
existing international regulations (UNCLOS, SOLAS, OPRC 
and IMO Intervention Convention) a high risk ship could be 
instructed to seek refuge if it posed a serious risk to life or 
the environment. 

In the event of an incident the system will be able to show 
‘web map’ overlays on the traffic plot, displaying actual 
meteorological and hydrological data such as wind/speed, 
tidal information, sea and swell wave heights. Drift models 
will be run to predict movements of a vessel that is 
disabled, persons/boats in the water or oil slicks. Had 
MarNIS been in place in 2002 Spanish MOS authorities 
would have been monitoring the “Prestige” long before it got 
into trouble. Emergency towing vessels and oil pollution 
vessels would have been placed on stand-by and the 
“Prestige” could have been instructed to seek refuge. 

MarNIS will not attempt to develop new or separate 
maritime technologies, it will organise existing technology 
systems to give a holistic picture. It is hoped that pollution 
will be reduced by 20% – 30%. The synergy achieved by 
having all services under one roof will reduce costs. 
Probably of most importance will be the extra time to plan 
and put in place preventative and remedial measures. 
Various authorities spent two weeks talking about the 
“Prestige” while it broke up and sank. 

Early versions of the programme were tested twice in 2007 
and in February 2008. After further work, full scale 
demonstrations were given in Genoa in September and in 
Lisbon in October of this year, with the developers looking 
for opinions and constructive criticisms. Feedback from 
interested parties has been positive. 

M. Bozier 

* * * * * 

 

 

For more information, visit the MarNis website at: 

http://www.marnis.org/home.asp  
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MMMeeerrrccchhhaaannnttt    NNNaaavvvyyy   MMMeeemmmooorrr iii aaalll    SSSeeerrrvvv iii ccceee   
The Nautical Institute was well represented at the annual 
memorial service at the Merchant Navy War Memorial, 
on the banks of Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra held on 
Sunday, 26th of October 2008.  The service was led by 
the Reverend Ian Porter, Principal Chaplain of the 
Mission to Seafarers, Sydney on a lovely sunny, if 
windy, spring day in Canberra.   

 
Preparing for the Service on the Shores of Lake Burley Griffin 

The address was provided by Capt. Aurthur Diack, 
Federal Master, Company of Master Mariners of 
Australia.  He provided a focus on 1943, when the trade 
routes of the world were under threat.   
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Nautical Institute was well represented  

 
���������������
��
�
�����	�����������'������������ ��
������ � ���
� ����� ���
��	��� ��� ����
����
� ��� 
���
����� 
��� 
����
 �� 
��
�#�� �
	�
� �
�� ���	
���� 
���
������ �
�	���� ��� �	�!
����
� �
�� ��� ��� ������� ��
� �� ��
$
���� �(����&����
����������%���)�
�*�
�+�������
� �����������������
��� �������������
��
���� ����� ��
�
����

�����������
��
���)�����,
�� ���-��
���
���
�����
	�
���
����
���������.���������/0��
���
��������/01�2
�
�����	����� � ��3����������
������

����
�#�������������
������������!��������,���
���
��������������������� ��������
��������
����	����� �
���������
	�
��&�����
	�)����$���
����������
��
�����������  �����������	
���
��
�����0�
������0�
�
���/01��"���������
����� ����������
��	��
���
�
�#�����������������������- �����114������
���
�����
	���������	������
��
���	���0����������5��

 
The NI wreath as laid during the ceremony 

The memorial itself is designed to provide an monument 
and place of reflection to remember the members of the 
Australian Merchant Navy who gave their lives at sea.  The 
Memorial includes a number of themes that relate to the 
Merchant Navy and to War – themes which are brought 
together as a plan in the shape of part of a globe on the 
North / South axis, symbolizing navigation; the use of bow-
shaped panels that represent merchant ships and the 
paving on the dais to represent the patterns and colours of 
wartime ship camouflage.   

With Lake Burley Griffin, the Carillon and the black swans 
as a backdrop, the service provided a moving and 
contemplative ceremony that must continue.  All NI 
members are welcome, and I look forward to seeing you 
there again next year… 

-- Jillian Carson-Jackson 
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CCCooonnnttt iii nnnuuu iii nnnggg   PPPrrrooofffeeessssss iii ooonnnaaalll    DDDeeevvveeelll ooopppmmmeeennnttt    
It seems the world has gone crazy for TLAs (three letter acronyms).  What with texting, MSN and other on-line chat 
opportunities, we are now able to abbreviate just about everything from LOL (laugh out loud), ROFL (roll on floor 
laughing), OMG (Oh my gosh) to FTW (for the win) and, one of my favorites as a bridge player, TYP (thank you 
partner).  Well, here’s another one – CPD – Continuing (or, as indicated in the NI Strategic Plan - Continuous) 
Professional Development.   

We’re about half way through the program set out by the NI Strategic Plan 2006-2010, which uses the iceberg image to 
depict what the NI is about – an analogy that what is seen is really just the tip, with the depth coming from the 
membership.  The key areas identified are:  Safer and more efficient shipping; Promoting professional development, 
being the representative voice of the professional mariner, supporting effective management practices, all to support 
the members, developing the Institute’s international membership.   

With the goal of providing stronger promotion of CPD being the first dot point in the Mission Statement, the NI has 
taken specific measures to underline the importance of ongoing training and professionalism in the maritime industry.  
As we are all aware, the president’s questionnaire (see Seaways Sept. 2005) identified a number of key aspects that 
needed to be addressed – top amongst these was competence and core seamanship skills.  Also high on the list were 
stress and fatigue problems and leadership and management skills.  All related to the concept of CPD…   

While STCW provides the bare bones for training and certification requirement, there are many different systems of 
education and training that can lead to different levels of experience at the time of gaining qualifications.  There are 
also ongoing requirements for continued competency, reflecting developments and changes in technology and keeping 
abreast of an industry whose only constant seems to be change.     

The NI website (www.nautinst.org ) provides a wealth of information on training and education.  The move to a concept 
of open learning schemes to assist with CPD provides for an individualized approach to career development.  Some 
specific areas offered in the training scheme are Maritime Education and Training (MET); Command Diploma; Nautical 
Surveyors; Harbour Master’s Certificate; Pilotage; Square Rig Sailing; and Management.  The Institute may add other 
self-study schemes from time to time – and, as members, you can have a say in what might be added… 

And, what can be done CTH (closer to home)?  We know that in 2007, 21,295 foreign flag ships visited Australia 
(AMSA 2007 report).  Is there a concern with the crew competencies on vessels in Australian waters?  Well, Newcastle 
Port Corporation recently undertook a competency survey to determine just that.  In their report, tabled at a recent 
Ports Australia meeting, Capt. Malcolm Goodfellow highlighted some of the key results of the survey.  The focus of the 
survey was to look at what the pilot expects out of the ship and crew, and what is experienced.   

Expectations are clearly identified – rigging and tending the pilot ladder for a safe transfer / correct safety procedures 
around helicopter transfers; operational and reliable equipment; clear understanding during pilot/master exchange; 
competent bridge team able to understand and apply BRM; a quartermaster who can understand and respond to helm 
orders… And what was experienced?  Incorrectly rigged or dangerous ladders; bridge equipment incorrectly set up; 
very little comprehension of English (even with SMCP); poor helmsmanship – and the report continues.  The paper is 
worth a review, and fits in well with the ongoing emphasis of NI on CPD.    

 

 

FOR SALE! 
Beautiful Pilsner Glasses engraved with the NI logo. 

Cost of $25.00 per pair.  Please send an e-mail to the 
branch secretary (sec@niseau.org ) if you’d be interested.  
As they are quite fragile, we will try to arrange for pick up at 

an NI event.  If we need to ship, there could be an 
additional fee to ensure safe arrival! 
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Who led one of the bloodiest mutinies in history when 
the merchant ship Batavia was wrecked off the west 
coast of Australia?  How many were ship wrecked / 

approx how many survived? 

 
Carnival Australia is proud to support the Nautical 

Institute and in particular the N.I's commitment to help 
drive continuous improvement of professional marine 

standards.  

Replica of the Dutch 
East India Company 

ship Batavia. 
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IIInnn   ttthhheee   SSSttteeepppsss    ooofff    ttthhheee   BBBlll aaaccckkk   CCCaaattt………   
This was the story of a flight around Australia that was 
unique – it was carried out in a home built amphibian 
aircraft – a small flying boat. Peter and Trish’s aim was 
to have an adventure in emulating a flight made in 1945 
by Peter’s father. 
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The amphibian, call sign VH-PAZ, was built by Peter in 
his garage using a US supplied kit. It has an aluminium 
tube frame and a carbon fibre hull. The engine is petrol 
powered, mounted on the top of the wing, driving a 
pusher propeller. The wings are fitted with tip floats for 
stability when taxiing and wheels can be lowered to drive 
up on to a ramp when leaving the water. The aircraft has 
a characteristic boat hull shape with a step at the after 
end and a reverse camber at the sides to act as spray 
rails, keeping water away from the high mounted engine. 
The wings have a massive lift capability for their size, 
necessary to break the suction of the water when taking 
off. It has a 220 kg carrying capacity, cruises at about 75 
knots, uses 15 litres of ULP per hour (or avgas if that is 
not available) and has a range of 320 miles. When afloat 
it has a draught of approximately 30 cms. The 
amphibian needs about 300 metres clear space to 
become airborne, achieved as the step point breaks 
from the water surface. 

Learning to fly the amphibian was not easy, requiring 
more that 100 landings. It does not have an in water 
rudder so manoeuvring on the surface has to be done 
with the air rudder and wing flaps, used in the opposite 
direction to normal – a skid turn. If the plane is landed 
with the nose down the grab of the hull suction will flip it 
over, end for end. Normal water features such as waves, 
currents and boat wakes can also have a deleterious 
effect. Once landed the aircraft is governed by boating 
regulations to the extent that the pilot needs a boating 
licence. 

Peter and Trish, his wife, left Rathmines on Lake 
Macquarie, once the world’s largest flying boat base on 
June 7th., heading north, flying at a height of 500 feet 
and heading for Taree. The weather was not the best 
and the leg took about five hours, with several landings 
on lakes to sit out heavy rain squalls. The trip was to be 
around the Australian coast, planned so to visit World 
War II Catalina flying boat bases. None of these bases 
are now operational but most have residual  
 

infrastructure in the shape of ramps, hardstands and boat 
slips.  

The concrete ramps and hard stands that were used to 
bring the Catalinas ashore for repairs and major servicing 
make ideal trailer boat launching ramps and storage areas 
or boat club premises. 

In Cairns, almost all the evidence of the Catalina base has 
gone, apart from a memorial on the foreshore. At Karumba 
the Catalina base was established as a Qantas base in 
1938, with only the ramp now left, in use by trailer boats. 
The base at Melville Bay was considered to be one of the 
best places to be posted. 

Darwin was one of the main Catalina bases during the war, 
with two squadrons based there. Left over from those years 
are seven Catalina wrecks on the sea bed, including one 
which is uncovered on mud flats at low water. Peter tried to 
wade to it but could not negotiate the knee deep mud. 
There is a war time story about a mechanic who was 
servicing a Catalina that was afloat. He slipped, fell into the 
water and was taken by a crocodile. This may be a version 
of a true story about a pilot, Athol Wearne, who lost a leg to 
a shark when swimming at Cairns. After being fitted with an 
aluminium replacement he returned to flying Catalinas. 

Flying along the northern coast of Australia in winter was 
expected to be fabulous but unfortunately the winds, in 
relation to the aircraft, were ferocious. With an aircraft 
speed of 75 knots a 25 knot wind posses some challenges, 
especially for landings and takeoffs. In Perth the Swan 
River was an American and Australian Catalina base as 
well as a Qantas flying boat base. Regrettably air traffic 
control regulations and the Swan River trust red tape 
prevented a landing on the river at the site of the base. 
There were good following winds in the Australian Bight, 
with the plane landing on air strips behind road stations to 
refuel. At Lake Boga, near Swan Hill, a visit was made to 
the site of the No.1 Flying Boat Repair Depot, now a 
Catalina museum. Another Catalina museum will be built at 
Rathmines and will be home to a Catalina that was rescued 
from water bombing duties in Portugal in 2007. That plane 
is to be restored to a WWII condition including the overall 
black paint scheme – hence the term Black Cat. 
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To see the ABC Stateline interview with Pete and Trish, and 
find out more about the Catalina’s, visit 
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IIInnn   ttthhheee   SSSttteeepppsss    ooofff    ttthhheee   BBBlll aaaccckkk   CCCaaattt………   
(continued…) 

In WWII the Catalina was used for reconnaissance work, 
air-sea rescue, special forces insertion and recovery 
from behind enemy lines, mine laying and bombing. 
They had a 4000 km. range with an endurance of 30 
hours. Over a target area however, their extremely slow 
speed, especially when loaded with bombs, made them 
vulnerable and 320 airmen were lost from four small 
Australian squadrons. Peter’s father was a Catalina pilot 
during the war and Peter’s adventure retraced his 
father’s last flight when Japan surrendered, to the extent 
that he and his wife arrived back at Rathmines on the 
same day of the year as his father did, October 3rd. 

-- Mike Bozier  
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WWWeee’’’ vvveee   hhhaaaddd   aaa   mmmaaakkkeee---ooovvveeerrr………   
Have you visited the NI SE Aus branch website lately?  
We’ve had a makeover… www.nisea.org …  

Proudly sponsored by Maritrade, the ‘new’ website has 
all the ‘old’ pages for ease of navigation.  However, the 
pages have been updated, and we are pleased that 
AMSA has provided the latest on the STW review (as 
this newsletter goes to print, key players are busy in 
London at the IMO STW sub committee meeting, 
continuing the work…)  In addition, the committee page 
has been updated, so contact details should all be 
correct!!!  If you see an error, or notice an incorrect link, 
please let us know! 

In addition, there are some added details for the 
upcoming event on Feb 11, e-Navigation and the 
Mariner...   

We are continually looking for new ways to improve the 
website, so please feel free to provide comments, ideas 
and suggestions to the secretary sec@nisea.org !  
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AAA   MMMaaarrr iii nnneee   IIInnnsssuuurrreeerrr sss    AAAlll ppphhhaaabbbeeettt………   
 

A   for Adjusters who manage ones claim. 

B  for the Baltic, a well known Exchange. 

C   for cover, to insure your fate. 

D  for Defense, Demurrage & Freight 

E  for Exchange Rate, hedged with ambiguity 

F  for the risk which must be a fortuity 

G  for GA that happens when 

H  for Hull is aground again. 

I   for Inherent, vice or cause 

J   for Jason in the New Jason Clause 

K  for keel, laid when a ship’s born 

L  for Lloyds, List, Agent or Form 

M for Marine peril, or Risk as they say 

N  for No as in No Cure – No Pay 

O  for Oil, a rich hydro-carbon 

P  for pollution for which you don’t bargain 

Q for Quantum of danger, is vague 

R for Rules, York-Antwerp or Hague 

S for Salvors  like Smit or Semco 

T for Towage if they give you a tow 

U for Underwriter, Company or Name 

V for Voyage insured by the same 

W for War Risk, which is hard to 

X plain, whether for hull or cargo or plane 
Y for Yacht, when you’re rich and retire 

Z for time ‘Zulu’ in cable and wire 
 
 

   
 

    

Roger Womersley, FNI, 
lives and works as a 
surveyor in Asia. He 
attended the NI square rig 
course on board the 
Svanen in 2004.   
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TTTooowww aaarrrdddsss   aaa   SSSiii nnnggg lll eee   NNNaaattt iii ooonnnaaalll    MMMaaarrr iii ttt iiimmmeee   
JJJuuurrr iii sssddd iii ccc ttt iii ooonnn   

Joint event in Canberra Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2008 
– RINA, IMarEST, NI 

          

On a warm Tuesday evening, in the height of the ‘silly 
season’, approx 30 RINA, IMarEST, NI and other 
interested parties took time out to listen to an excellent 
presentation by Bob MacKay on the ongoing effort 
towards a single maritime jurisdiction.  

Bob noted that on 25 July 2008, the Australian transport 
ministers agreed to recommend to the Council of 
Australian Governments (COAG) that – subject to the 
outcome of regulatory impact assessments, COAG 
should endorse, in-principle, the establishment of a 
single national system for maritime safety regulation to 
be administered by the existing national regulatory body 
- AMSA.  
(http://www.amsa.gov.au/About_AMSA/Media_Releases
/2008/ministersagreetomodernisetransportsecor.asp ) 

The approach would see a review of the more than 50 
pieces of legislation, administered by eight independent 
maritime safety agencies.   

In his candid approach to the issue, Bob noted that this 
is a significant undertaking – with the National Standards 
for Commercial Vessels (NSCVs); the approach to 
registration of vessels; crew competencies and 
certificates of competencies (and recognition of such 
certificates); and compliance monitoring to name just a 
few of the elements being reviewed.   

Work is continuing, with a final RIS – including a 
thorough examination of possible options, a rigorous 
cost-benefit analysis and preferred way forward – being 
prepared.  The ATC will report to COAG in the first half 
of 2009 on the outcome of the review.   

For more information – please see the Infrastructure 
website at 
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/maritime/safety/consulta
tion.aspx  

There are more joint events coming up – check out the 
dates at the end of the newsletter! 
   
SSSppp ooo nnn sss ooo rrr sss hhh iii ppp ...... ...    

The NI SE Aus Branch is pleased to receive sponsorship 
– from maintaining the website, to providing 
teleconferencing facilities for the Committee 
meetings…and, of course, financial sponsorship.  If your 
organisation would be interested in sponsoring NI SE 
Aus branch, please contact the secretary at 
sec@nisea.org  
 

LLLooonnnggg   RRRaaannngggeee      
IIIdddeeennnttt iii fff iii cccaaattt iii ooonnn   aaannnddd   TTTrrraaaccckkk iii nnnggg………   

On Dec 1, 2008 the SOLAS amendment for LRIT came into 
effect, with a time line for compliance to start from 31 Dec, 
2008.  With a full year to finalize the implementation, on 1 
Jan 2009 LRIT data was still not available to Contracting 
Governments…  but, MSC85 put in place transitional 
arrangements to realize the concept of LRIT, essentially 
providing a grace period of 6 months.  

So, what is LRIT?  It introduces a mandatory position 
reporting obligation for SOLAS ships, where vessels are 
required to automatically transmit some basic information – 
identity, position and date/time of position – every 6 hours.  
The SOLAS Contracting Governments bear the costs of the 
data transmission, and the system is technically designed 
to take advantage of already fitted equipment.  The agreed 
data set is provided to the ‘flag’ on a continuing basis, while 
information on vessels can be ‘bought’ through the LRIT 
system by Contracting Governments to set limits – up to 
1000 nautical miles for a coast, and up to 96 hrs out for 
vessels arriving at ports that the CG has identified.   

With transitional arrangements in place, (MSC.1/Circ.1299) 
many CG are working to ensure they meet the obligations 
of the SOLAS amendment.  Australia has been responding 
to the LRIT requirement, with the establishment of a 
National LRIT Data Centre in Feb. 2008.  This is now being 
developed into a Cooperative Data Centre, to enable other 
CG the ability to respond to LRIT.   

For more information on LRIT, visit the Vessel Tracking 
section of the AMSA website www.amsa.gov.au or send an 
e-mail to the Manager, Vessel Tracking at 
vesseltracking@amsa.gov.au .  Information can also be 
found on the IMO website, LRIT link (www.imo.org look on 
the lower right hand side) and the commercial data centre 
provider for Australia’s NDC – Pole Star Global at 
www.polestarglobal.com 
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CCCooommmiii nnngggsss    aaannnddd   GGGoooiiinnngggsss………   
As always, folks come and go in our branch – and move on to 
other jobs… 

Firstly, one of our Committee Members, Steve Hunt , is moving 
on to greener pastures in UAE (well, with the desert, it may not 
be all green!).  Steve is off to Abu Dhabi at the end of 
February, and it is with regret that we see him go.  All the best 
in your new position, and remember to check out NI in UAE – 
just for ease of reference… (nauticalinstitute.uae@gmail.com)! 

Congratulations to Mike Bozier  as a Life Member, and 
Howard Pronk  as a Fellow of the Australasian Institute of 
Marine Surveyors!   

As well, congratulations, to Ian Kerr , who received his 
Certificate of Membership of CoMMA.  Ian is currently acting 
as Ice Pilot in the Antarctic – and we hope to have an update 
on his voyage at the May meeting… 

 

Justin Jones is now back in Sydney, as Commanding 
Officer of the HMAS Newcastle.   

PPPeeeoooppp lll eee   aaannnddd   CCCooonnntttaaaccc ttt sss    
TTThhh eee   NNNIII    SSSEEE   AAAuuu sss ttt rrr aaalll iii aaa   BBB rrr aaannn ccc hhh    CCCooo mmm mmm iii ttt ttt eeeeee   EEExxx eeeccc uuu ttt iii vvv eee:::    

Chairman – Barclay Ross  
barclay.r@optusnet.com.au  

Vice-Chairman and Canberra Liaison – Iain Kerr 
Iain.kerr@msa.gov.au  

Treasurer – John Harding 
jdharding@optusnet.com.au  

Secretary – Jillian Carson-Jackson 
sec@niseaus.org or paul.jackson@grapevine.com.au   
Mailing address for the Secretary: 
28 Hodgkinson St., Griffith, ACT 2603 

Asst. Secretary (Victoria) – Ian Liley 
Ian.liley@portofmelbourne.com  

Adelaide Liaison – Howard Pronk 
cammarine@bigbutton.com.au   

Recruitment Secretary – Richard Toone 
rtpilot@optusnet.com.au  

Meeting Secretary – Chris de Jong 
c.dejong@bigpond.com  
CCCooo mmm mmm iii ttt ttt eeeeee   MMMeeemmm bbb eeerrr sss :::    

Ken Edwards – squarerig@bigpond.com 

Greg Hill – kdandgnhill@optusnet.com.au  

Mike Drake – mike.drake@carnivalaustralia.com  

Mike Bozier – bozier@pobox.com  

Justin Jones – Justin.jones@defence.gov.au 

David Bendall – david@maritrade.com.au  

 

JJJuuusss ttt iii ccceee   fffooorrr    SSSeeeaaafffaaarrreeerrr sss    
As indicated in the New Year’s note, Nautical 
Institute members the world over are continuing 
their support of the Master and Chief Officer of the 
MV Hebei Spirit.  In a recent e-mail exchange with 
Philip Wake, NI HQ, members were asked to 
continue the pressure through forwarding letters to 
the various Korean Ambassadors around the world.   

The hope is that, by involving all the embassies in a 
worldwide expression of concern, the impact will be 
greater than if all the letters were sent to a single 
address in Korea.  Philip writes that he has just had 
a reply to his letter from the Minister Counsellor 
(Transport) in London.   

Mike Bozier has adapted the letter to reflect the fact 
that both officers are now out on bail – but bail isn’t 
enough.  The charges remain.  Members are asked 
to support the international efforts on  behalf of the 
Master and Chief Officer of the m.v. "Hebei Spirit" 
by sending a copy of the following letter to:  
Korean Ambassador, Mr.Kim Woo- Sang,  

Embassy of the Republic of Korea,  

113 Empire Circuit, Yarralumla,  

Canberra, ACT 2600 . 

 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to express my strongest concerns about the case of 
Captain Jasprit Chawla and Chief Officer Syam Chetan, ex-crew 
of the m.v. Hebei Spirit. 

As you are aware, Captain Chawla and Chief Officer Chetan, 
were found innocent of any negligence following the catastrophic 
oil spill from the Hebei Spirit on 7th December 2007. However, 
after an appeal process the men were found guilty of criminal 
negligence and have been sentenced to 1.5 years and 8 months 
in prison, respectively. 

I strongly believe that these two seafarers have been unfairly 
caught up in efforts to address the crisis caused by the oil spill. I 
wish to register my firm protest against the efforts to make 
scapegoats and criminals of these men - and by implication - of 
all professional seafarers. 

These are unstable economic times, yet it is the world's 
seafarers who are the backbone of the global economy. I call 
upon the Korean authorities to demonstrate their support for the 
seafaring profession by re-examining this case in close detail, 
with a view to finding a positive outcome for Captain Jasprit 
Chawla and Chief Officer Syam Chetan. 

Taking such an important step forward would serve to enhance 
Korea's reputation worldwide. 

With thanks for your valuable attention, I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Yours sincerely, 
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The South East Australia Branch of the Nautical Institute wishes to acknowledge the 
assistance of the Marine Operations Unit of Sydney Ports Corporation in printing this 
newsletter. 

 
 

SSSooommmeee   GGGeeennneeerrraaalll    DDDaaattteeesss    fffooorrr    yyyooouuurrr    cccaaallleeennndddaaarrrsss………    

2nd Wednesday of the month 
1830 hrs 

Sydney Branch of the Company of Master Mariners Of Australia 
Standing invitation to members 
NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney 
Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578) or Jillian Carson-Jackson (sec@nisea.org)  

2nd Wednesday of Feb, May, 
Aug and Nov – 1830 hrs 

Joint NI / CoMMA meeting 
NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney 
Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578) or Jillian Carson-Jackson (sec@nisea.org) 

4th Wednesday of the month 
1830 hrs 

Melbourne Branch of the Company of Master Mariners of Australia 
Standing invitation to members 
RACV City Club, 501 Bourke Street, Melbourne 
Contact John Turnbull (melbsec@mastermariners.org.au) or phone 03 5281 5068) 

Last Wednesday of the month 
1230 hrs 

South Australia Branch of the Company Of Master Mar iners of Australia 
Standing invitation to members 
Port Dock Hotel, Port Adelaide 
Contact: Howard Pronk (08 84475924 / 0417 714649) 

SSSooommmeee   SSSpppeeeccc iii fff iii ccc    dddaaattteeesss………   

Tuesday, 10 February  
1730 hrs 

Joint RINA, NI and IMarEST event, Canberra – 50 years of Hovercraft 
Development by Brian Russel, editor of Hovercraft Society.  R1 Theatrette, Russel 
Offices, Canberra (contact – Glen Seeley gws@amsa.gov.au ) 

Wednesday 11 February 
1830 hrs 

Sydney Meeting with CMMA - e-Navigation and the Mar iner 
NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney 
Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578) or Jillian Cars on-Jackson 
(sec@nisea.org ) 

An update on what the NI has been doing to support the development of e-
Navigation, and also look at what impact this concept may have for both ship and 
shore. Our speakers - Nick Lemon and Mahesh Alimchandani - have been involved 
with the IALA e-Navigation committee since it was formed following the IALA 
Conference in 2006. The presentation will include an input provided by David 
Patraiko, Director of Projects on the latest work on e-Navigation by NI in London. 
(�������������	��������
�����
�����	������������ ) In preparation for the 
presentation, members may wish to visit the IALA website where there is a list of 
frequently asked questions on e-navigation (������������	�	�	�����
��  ).  

Wednesday 25 February 
1130 hrs 

Merchant Navy RSL Sub-Branch meeting, Roseville RSL  Club, Sydney. 
(contact – Kenneth Ryder) 

Friday 27 February,  
1030 hrs 

Java Sea Remembrance Service, Martin Place, Sydney (contact – Kenneth 
Ryder) 

Note – if you have an event or date for calendar, please provide prior to the deadline for input to the next newsletter.  Remember, 
this is your newsletter! 

Please be aware that the NSW Sports Club not only wishes to have advance notice of numbers attending meetings but will also 
charge for any “no shows” – cost for the excellent, fully served three course meal is $35.00.  The Sports Club is quite strict about this 
and so, please, if you would like to attend a meeting advise Barclay Ross (barclay.r@optusnet.com.au) or Jillian Carson-Jackson 
(jillian.carson-jackson@amsa.gov.au) by the 1200 on the Friday before the meeting.   Realizing that unforseen events often arise, 
should you find that that you cannot attend please advise Barclay by 0930 on the Monday before the meeting and the “no show” 
charge should be avoided. 

�� �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��  – please note that the AGM for the NI, SE Australia Branch, will be held on 
Wednesday, May 13 from 1600-1800 hrs at the NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney.  The AGM will be followed 
by the regular quarterly joint CoMMA / NI dinner.   

Answer to Trivia Question – Jeronimus Cornelisz (Leeuwarden 1598 - October 2, 1629) (properly Corneliszoon, 'son of Cornelis') 
was a Frisian apothecary and Dutch East India Company (VOC) merchant. In June 1629 he led one of the bloodiest mutinies in 
history after the merchant ship Batavia was wrecked in the Houtman Abrolhos, a chain of coral islands off the west coast of 
Australia.  Of the 200 initial survivors of the wreck, approx. 80 were still alive when rescue ships arrived three months later…  

 


