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A smaller than anticipated number of Branch
members together with a larger contingent from the
Company of Master Mariners were privileged to
visit HMAS “Newcastle” while she was berthed at
Fleet Base, Woolloomooloo.

Commander Justin Jones and his Officers and
Crew gave us a right royal welcome and, following
a brief introductory explanation over tea and coffee,
took us on a very comprehensive, almost
exhaustive, tour of his vessel. The weather also
turned on a really fine autumnal day which helped
enhance ‘the feel of the deck under one’s feet'.

Every aspect of weaponry, navigation and
communications capability was carefully explained
and every query equally carefully answered. We all
had to comment on the almost pristine cleanliness
that was evident on deck, in the alleyways and
indeed in every compartment we entered and
above all the most friendly, generous attitude of
each and every Officer and Crew member detailed
to conduct our tour of inspection.

Commander Jones must be congratulated on the
obviously successful team that he leads and
justifiably proud of his first command in such a fine
ship. As a small token of our gratitude and esteem,
he was presented with a set of inscribed wine
glasses.
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People and Contacts

The NI SE Australia Branch Committee for 2009-
2010:

Chairman — Mike Drake
mike.drake@carnivalaustralia.com

Vice-Chairman — David Bendall
david@maritrade.com.au

Treasurer — John Harding
jdharding@optusnet.com.au

Secretary — Jillian Carson-Jackson
sec@nisea.org or paul.jackson@grapevine.com.au
Mailing address for the Secretary:

28 Hodgkinson St., Griffith, ACT 2603

Canberra Liaison - lain Kerr
lain.kerr@msa.gov.au

Victoria Liaison - lan Liley
lan.liley@portofmelbourne.com

South Australia Liaison — Howard Pronk
cammarine@bigbutton.com.au

Committee Members:

Ken Edwards — squarerig@bigpond.com
Greg Hill — kdandgnhill@optusnet.com.au
Mike Bozier — bozier@pobox.com

Justin Jones — Justin.jones@defence.gov.au
Barclay Ross — barclay.r@optusnet.com.au
Richard Toone - rtpilot@optusnet.com.au
Chris de Jong — c.dejong@bigpond.com
Ashely Papp — Ashley.Papp@defence.gov.au

Letter to the Editor...

Greetings all,

With reference to the "accident report" at the end of the
newsletter it may interest members that | have a very faded
carbon copy of same from my father's Shaw Savill days
prior to 1939. As things change ................ some things
don't.

Best regards John Carroll
000

We look forward to your thoughts and comments on articles
that are presented in the newsletter. Please forward by e-

mail to sec@nisea.org

L O
CARNIVAL

AUSTRALTITA

Carnival Australia is proud to support the Nautical Institute and in
particular the NI's commitment to help drive continuous
improvement of professional marine standards.
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Comings and Goings...

There have been some milestones reached in the branch... and I'm
sure I'm not aware of them all! Please make sure you provide updates
on comings and goings to the sec@nisea.org To make sure you don't
miss the next newsletter, please provide updates by Aug. 15, 2009.

It is with regret we note the ‘crossing of the bar’ of Frank
Wheeler. Frank passed away on Wednesday, 23 Sept., 2009.
He was a long time Federal Secretary of the CMMA when the
office was situated in Sydney.

AMPI Workshop
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Friday 23" October 2009
Level 5, Symantec House
207 Kent Street,
Sydney, N.S.W.

On 7" November 2007, the container vessel “COSCO
BUSAN" had an allision with the San Francisco-Oakland
Bay Bridge. The consequent oil spill and subsequent
enquiries and court actions have very deep ramifications
for pilots and the pilotage industry. The Australasian
Marine Pilots Institute is conducting a workshop to
explore these ramifications, focusing on the changes to
pilotage that have been, and are likely to be, brought
about by this incident.

You are invited to attend the workshop. You will hear
presentations from several key figures in Australian
Maritime Law and Regulation. You will also be able to
participate in the presentation of the draft of the AMPI
Code of Professional Performance and subsequent
discussion. It is anticipated that this Code, with your
input, will then be finalised and ratified by AMPI
members in March 2010.

LRIT — an update...

1 July 2009 was a historic day for vessel tracking — the formal
implementation of Long Range Identification and Tracking.

LRIT is a maritime domain awareness initiative of the IMO.
SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 19-1, on Long Range Identification
and Tracking (LRIT) refers to the requirement for specified
Convention vessels to automatically transmit their identity, position
and date/time of the position at 6-hourly intervals, with an ability to
increase the rate to intervals of up to once every 15 minutes when
requested. In addition, the equipment must be able to respond to
poll requests. The LRIT system was designed in such a way as to
limit direct cost to shipping or search and rescue (SAR) services,
with IMO Member States bearing the cost of the system.

There are two aspects to LRIT:

1. The ‘reporting’ aspect where vessels to which LRIT applies
report their identity and position, with a date/time stamp, every six
hours (four times per day).

2. The ‘receiving’ aspect where

coastal States can purchase reports

when vessels are within 1,000

nautical miles, or where port States

can purchase reports when vessels

seek entry to a port at a pre-

determined distance or time from that

port (up to 96 hours pre-entry).
Put in simple terms, LRIT is
a collection and distribution system for basic information
on vessels, and applies to the following ships engaged

on international voyages:
All passenger ships including high speed craft;

Cargo ships, including high speed craft of 300 gross
tonnage and above; and

Mobile offshore drilling units.

Ships operating exclusively in GMDSS Sea Area Al and fitted with
an Automatic Identification System (AIS) are exempt from LRIT
requirements, while ships operating in Sea Areas A2, A3 and A4
are required to be fitted with a system to automatically transmit
LRIT information in accordance with SOLAS Regulations.

Australia has put in place a national data centre (NDC) which is in
the process of being converted to a Cooperative Data Centre to
enable participation in the centre by other contracting
governments — at present Cook Islands, NZ and Papua New
Guinea are joining the AusCDC.

For more information on LRIT visit the AMSA website at
www.amsa.gov.au/lrit or www.auscdc.org
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India’s Maritime Heritage
- A.K. Bansal

The Indian Ocean is the only ocean in the world named
after a country.

Lothal was discovered as a mound in 1954 and
excavated by the Archaeological Survey of India from
1955 to 1961, with a find that included a township and a
burnt brick dock to berth ships. Dated about 2,400 B.C,
the dock was connected to the ancient course of the
Sabarmati river. It is a trapezoidal structure, with north-
south arms of average 21.8 meters, and east-west arms
of 37 metres. Original height of embankments was

4.26 meters and the main inlet 12.8 metres wide. At high
tide a flow of 2.1-2.4 metres of water allowed ships to
be sluiced through flow tides in the river estuary. A
wooden door could be lowered at the mouth of the outlet
to retain a minimum depth inside, to ensure floatation of
ships at low tides. Size of country craft that still sail
today, could be regularly docked at Lothal. Princess
Dock in Bombay, which was completed in July 1735 A.D
and is still in use today, used similar technology as
Lothal.

Stern section of a ship found in Lothal is built of teak
planks stitched with coir yarn dipped in fish oil. She was
fitted with two oars, one on each side at the stern to be
able to steer her when becalmed.

TEAK is the strongest wood in the world especially
noted for its capacity to withstand weathers and
seasons, with ability to bend, but not break. It has a
resin which contains a highly water resistant oil in its
grain to protect it from decay, insects and bacteria. Coir
was used to bind the planks together because it is
‘wood’ and not a weak fibre which would rot in water. It
resists decay when immersed in water. Fish oil further
protected the coir to extend its life. But it has not yet
been established how these shipwrights were able to
drill so many holes in such a hard wood as Teak, with
such precision to tie the planks together and make them
watertight.

Ships out of Lothal, traded to China and to Africa in the
west. Trade to Babylon and Mediterranean areas was
carried out over sea and land through the Red Sea and
Persian Gulf. A shell compass was used for navigation.
Horizon was divided into 8—-12 whole parts. That was
2,000 years before the Greeks. There are also
numerous allusions in the Rig Veda, before 1,500 B.C
about ‘Sataritara’ or galley with hundred oars.

Ancient Indians knew eastern shores of the Indian
Ocean well, including Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Indo
China and Malaysia, as "Suvarnabhumi" land of Gold,
and the Indonesian Islands "Suvarna-dvipa," Islands of
Gold. These countries readily embraced Hinduism and
Buddhism mainly because colonization was achieved
through peaceful means, shipping and trade. Evidence
that this continued for centuries is sculpted at Angkor
Wat in Vietnam, Borobuddur and the Param Brahman
Temple in Java Indonesia. More such sculptures of
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7th/8th Centuries A.D, can be seen at Mahabalipuram in
South India. Regular sea trade in Ivory, Lapiz Lazuly, gold,
pearls, shell and bone inlay, flourished between India and
Mesopotamia in about 2,350 B.C.

There is Archeological evidence of the use of Indigo on the
clothes of Egyptian Mummies. Homer mentions regular
trade in Indian Ivory and Indigo, between India and Greece
in 800-900 B.C. Indian Cedar was used in the Palace of
Nebuchandzzar 604 — 560 B. C. Two rough logs of Indian
teak were found in the temple of the Moon God in Ur,
550/538 B.C. Most valuable Indian export was silk. Greeks
wore Silken robes, known as Tyrian Robes for prestige and
luxury. Pharoah Nechos of Egypt built a canal in about 650
B.C through the Nile, Wadi Tumelat and Bitter Lakes to
connect the Mediterranean with the Red Sea. Indian ships
sailed into the Mediterranean from the Red Sea, through
this canal. Emperor Ashoka (265-238 BC), had direct
contact by ship via the same ship canal through Egypt, with
Ptolemy who founded Alexandria.

Romans extended it and renamed it Trajan’s canal. It was
deliberately filled by the Abbasid Caliphs in 775 A.D.

Plini the elder wrote in 69-70 A.D, that as many as 125
Indian Ships usually lay in the ports of Egypt, Syria and
Rome, supplying Indian products to the Ptolemies and adds
“there was no year in which Indians did not drain the
Roman empire of 100 Million Sesterces”.

Marcopolo (1,254 — 1,324 A.D.) speaks of Aden as a
regular port at which Indian Ships called and says that
Indian Ships were built to last 100 years. He adds that
some Indian Ships were so large so as to require
150/200/300 crew. When Chinese Admiral Cheng Ho came
to India, in late 14th century he discovered that ships of his
fleet were midgets when compared to Indian ships which
sailed the Indian Ocean like giants. The flag ship of Sir
Francis Drake the British navigator and buccaneer, was
named the “Golden Hind”! As many as 40,000 Indian ships
are known to have been plying in and around the Indian
Ocean during Emperor Akbar’s time. Ayeen-a-Akbari
records that shipping under Emperor Akbar, (1,556-1,605),
was administered equally as well as was done under the
Mauryas, 1,900 years earlier (321 to 185 BC).

(Continued next page)
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(India’s Maritime Heritage Con't)

The Lowjee Wadia family alone built 355 ships for East
India Company over 150 years, first in Surat then in
Bombay (Mumbai). Between 1781 and 1821, ships built
on The Hooghly river alone, aggregated 122,713 Tons.
The American National Anthem 'The Star Spangled
Banner," was composed by Francis Key, while sitting on
the decks of the ship “Minden”, built in Bombay and on a
visit to Baltimore.

HMS “Asia” carried the flag of Admiral Codrington at the
Battle of Navarino in 1827 — the last major sea battle to
be fought entirely under sail.

The Treaty of Nanking, ceding Hong Kong to the British,
was signed on board the Indian Built ship, HMS
“Cornwallis” in 1842, Numerous other ships were also
constructed, the most famous being HMS “Trincomalee’
of 46 guns, 1,065 tons, launched on Oct 19, 1817. She
was later renamed “Foudroyant”, and is reputed to be
the oldest ship afloat in the world today.

In 1927 the Training Ship “Dufferin” was established to
train Deck and Engineer Cadets. An alumni of Admirals,
Chief's of Naval Staff and distinguished Mariner’s bears
testimony to this Institution, and the heritage that has
flowed on from this ship, building on what was found at
Lothal.

Today some 32000 certified Indian Nauticals and
Engineers are sailing merchant ships of the world, the
two largest vessels, the “Jahre Viking” and the “Berg
Stahl” are commanded by Indian Captains.

*kkkkkk Kk Kk %k
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Sponsorship...

The NI SE Aus Branch is pleased to receive sponsorship from our
members — from financial sponsorship and provision of
teleconferencing facilities (Carnival) to maintaining the website
(Maritrade). If your organisation would be interested in sponsoring
NI SE Aus branch, please contact the secretary at sec@nisea.org

www.carnivalaustralia.com

For Sale...
Beautiful Pilsner Glasses engraved with the NI logo

Cost of $25.00 per pair. Please send an e-
mail to the branch secretary
(sec@niseaus.org ) if you'd be interested.
As they are quite fragile, we will try to
arrange for pick up at an NI event. If we
need to ship, there could be an additional
fee to ensure safe arrival!

* o+
(well, maybe you don't... )

In George Washington's days, there were no cameras.
One's image was either sculpted or painted... Some
paintings of George Washington showed him standing
behind a desk with one arm behind his back while others
showed both legs and both arms. Prices charged by
painters were not based on how many people were to be
painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted. Arms
and legs are 'limbs," therefore painting them would cost the
buyer more.

Hence the expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a
leg.'
(Artists know hands and arms are more difficult to paint)

* k k ok ok kx k k%

As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only
twice a year (May and October) Women kept their hair
covered, while men shaved their heads (because of lice
and bugs) and wore wigs. Wealthy men could afford good
wigs made from wool. They couldn't wash the wigs, so to
clean them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig
in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes. The heat would
make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term 'big wig.'

Today we often use the term 'here comes the Big Wig'
because someone appears to be or is powerful and
wealthy.

* k k ok ok kx kx k%
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Some General Dates for your calendars...

2" Wednesday of the month
1830 hrs

2" Wednesday of Feb, May,
Aug and Nov — 1830 hrs

4™ Wednesday of the month
1830 hrs

Last Wednesday of the month
1230 hrs

Wednesday 14 October 2009
1800 for 1830

Friday 23 October 2009
Saturday 24 October 2009

Sunday 25 October 2009

Wednesday 11 November
2009

Sydney Branch of the Company of Master Mariners Of Australia
Standing invitation to members
NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney

Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578) or Jillian Carson-Jackson (sec@nisea.org)

Joint NI / CoOMMA meeting
NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney
Contact Barclay Ross (02 9975 5578) or Jillian Carson-Jackson (sec@nisea.org)

Melbourne Branch of the Company of Master Mariners of Australia
Standing invitation to members
RACYV City Club, 501 Bourke Street, Melbourne

Contact John Turnbull (melbsec@mastermariners.org.au) or phone 03 5281 5068)

South Australia Branch of the Company Of Master Mar  iners of Australia

Standing invitation to members

I H#HS% &H# HS S H# (#)

Some Specific dates...

CMMA Branch meeting — special combined meeting with
presentation from Mark Eldon-Roberts, AMSA, on the ne
qualifications in Australia — Tinnie to Tanker

NSW Sports Club, Hunter Street, Sydney

Bookings essential, please contact Barclay (barclay.r@optusnet.com.au) on or before
Thursday, 8 October 2009.

For more information on the Tinny to Tanker program, visit
http://www.amsa.gov.au/Marine_Qualifications/TinnytoTanker

Navigator and Master Mariner's Reception, HMAS Watso n
RSVP by 2 October — Ben Hissink ben.hissink@defence.gov.au or (02) 9337 0330

CANBERRA 20" MERCHANT NAVY MEMORIAL DINNER, GARDEN CITY MOTEL
Jerrabomberra Avenue, NARRABUNDAH ACT 2604, Phone (02) 6295 3322
(booking form attached)

Annual MN Commerative Service, MN war memorial, Can  berra
Kings Park, near the carillon.

CMMA / NI meeting — topic to be announced.
Bookings essential, please contact Barclay (barclay.r@optusnet.com.au) on or before
Thursday, 5 November 2009.

Nautical Institute with a
w approach to marine

Note — if you have an event or date for calendar, please provide prior to the deadline for input to the next newsletter.

Remember, this is your newsletter!

Please be aware that the NSW Sports Club not only wishes to have advance notice of numbers attending meetings but
will also charge for any “no shows” — cost for the excellent, fully served three course meal is $35.00. The Sports Club
is quite strict about this and so, please, if you would like to attend a meeting advise Barclay Ross
(barclay.r@optusnet.com.au) or Jillian Carson-Jackson (jillian.carson-jackson@amsa.gov.au) by the 1200 on the
Friday before the meeting. Realizing that unforseen events often arise, should you find that that you cannot attend
please advise Barclay by 0930 on the Monday before the meeting and the “no show” charge should be avoided.

The South East Australia Branch of the Nautical Institute wishes to acknowledge the
ongoing support of the Marine Operations Unit of Sydney Ports Corporation for hard
copies of the newsletter on request. If you require hard copies of this newsletter, please
contact sec@nisea.orqg to arrange for a copy to be sent out.



BOOKING FORM
MERCHANT NAVY ASSOCIATION INC
PO BOX 19
GLADESVILLE NSW 2111

......................................................... POST CODE ........

CANBERRA 20" MERCHANT NAVY MEMORIAL DINNER
Saturday 24" October 2009

VENUE IN CANBERRA

GARDEN CITY MOTEL

Jerrabomberra Avenue
NARRABUNDAH ACT 2604
Phone (02) 6295 3322
[Opposite the Capital Golf Club]

FREE COACH LEAVING AT 1000 hrs FROM
2a SIXTH AVENUE, CONDELL PARK, SYDNEY

DINNER BED AND BREAKFAST {Twin Share}

No. Bookings Required .......... @ $125.00 pp S,
[Single: Supplement $60.00]

DINNER ONLY

No. of Bookings Required .............. @ $42.00 pp B o

FREE BUS FROM CONDELL PARK No. Seats Required ..............

Please make cheques payable to Merchant Navy Association.

Post to: The Treasurer
PO BOX 19
Gladesville, NSW, 2111
Treasurer Peter Harris-Walker (02) 9816 3131 Mobile: 0428 554 424

RSVP 1%week of October 2009.
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